CHA1TER III

THE SCOPE OF CONlINTTVflOV SCHOOL*

A HUNDRED years ago, about the close of the Napoleonic
wars, there was such another stirring among the dry
bones as we are a\\are of to-day All the world knew
then, as now, that war \vas the outcome of the wrong
thinking of ignorance, and that education was the
nostrum for minds diseased

Prussia led the way , not the children tut the young
people were the immediate concern of Statesmen, and,
guided by the philosophy of Fichte, and organised under
the statesmanship of Stem, that noble league of youth,
the Tugendbund, came into being Prussia -was miser-
ably impoverished, but her concern was not with the
arts which should make her rich, her young people
looked to philosophic principles for precept and to
history for example, and, it was well with the land

Not only in Prussia but throughout western Europe
there was a more or less active intellectual renaissance,
but, whether because the times were not ripe or the
peoples were not worthy, the high ideals of the early
days of the century were superseded by the utilitarian
motive

When the ' Continuation School' movement revived,
envy of the commercial and manufacturing successes of
England actuated the new effort, and already hi 1820
a Bavarian statesman had announced that if you would
have the fruit you must sow the seed, that is, manu-
facturing success is to be had only at the cost of technical
education